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The old fort# used in Indian time as snown by records 

ritory now comprising of Pocahontas were as follows | 4 ? 

Fort Burnside. On Greenbrier river. Location not definitely known. S p 

posed to be near the station Burnside on the Greenbrier division of the C.4$- ry 
Fort Cloverlick—On Clover Creek about one and a half miles from its 
near the north fork of the Creek, and about 300 yards from the residence of .he 


Is te c. P. Doer. 


Port Drenncc 


—West of the public road, about 300 yards, in an old Orchard, 


at the foot of Elk lit., half a mile northwest of Edroy. 

\ 

Fort Buckley—At Kill Foint on the site of the home of Isaac UcNeel, on the 

northern bark of Stamping Creek about one end one half mi. from Greenbrier river. 

. „ *- 

Sometimes called Frot Day or Fort Price. ^ • 

Fort ’Aervrick--Located on Deer Creek about three miles from its mouth and 
ebout four miles from Cass. This fort was near the home of Peter Warwick. 

f I • 

There was aleo an old fort near Green Bank on land formerly owned by James 

# 

IFooddell and r.ow owned by Henry Wooddell. The name of this Fort is not known. 

clc building was still standing a few years ago, and may still be there. 

• • 

There was also an old fort on Greenbrier river near the mouth of Ctonfr 
Creek on the Levi Gay farm, now owned by Fat Gay. It wae at this place Baker was 
killed by the Indians. Richard Hill, the ancestor of all the Hills in the Levels, 
and Baker in the early morning w«t to the river to wash for breakfast when the 
Indians fired on them killing Baker but Hill escaped to the fort, .The a lam was 
Eiven that Indiana were in the country and about twenty men came from the Levels 

e could be found and on tneir return to the Levele, the Bridgor boye 

Uft “* P " ty " d * — - - « • -U- in the 10. P1K . on th . 

mountain now owned bv 117 H 

; £ ‘ tl,sy killed by 


Th. Pocehontne Tlm.— u . rlinto 


Va. 
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PuCAHONTAS county 

Chap. 4 -3- a. (I) Raids, depredations L massacres. 

North of the present boundary of Virginia, and pa 
near the Junotion of the Allegheny and Monongahele rivers, the 
Indians were numerous and their villages large. Ihe pri P 
of these tribes were the Delawares, Mingoes and Shewnees, the 
greater part of whom moved westward when the Frenoh were iorced 
to abandon their position at the forks of the Ohio river. \/hen 
improvements were commenced by the whites, therelore, in western 
Virginia, the country was almost entirely unhabited* excepting by 
wild beasts of the forests, and frequent straggling bands of 
Indian hunters, who wrecked their vengeance on the whites when- 
ever ppportunity afforded. The struggle on this side of tne 
mountain was bitter and longand the pioneers had many memories . 
of Indian atrocities. 

The first effeot of Braddook’s defeat ooourred about a 
month later, August 1755. The Indians appeared at the mouth of 
Knapps Creek and killed twelve persons and took eight prisoner, 
-ihis raid ended the hostilities for the year 1755. 

me summer of 1756 mas a bloody one on the maters of New 
Bl.er end Hoanoke biter, hut the settlements betmeen Marllntbn 
end Staunton mere not disturbed until September and the pioneers 
had gotten careless. This caused the authorities e greet deal 

of apprehension. It Is certain that e hlg company of soldiers 

wfis garrisoned here in 17 sa . , 

m 1756, but must have been recalled before 

August 12th. It is likftiv that , 

k#ly th “ rro "' *•»* tl„ on Ft. Dinwiddle 

twenty-five miles from Clinton, on laoksons B1 ,er. mas the ' 

rort on which the settlers relied for protection. 

I'rom the records I haV e read 1 f ln4 that It 
SePt> Uth " above Fear that the i * ^ 

Indians appeared m the 








/territory protected by Ft. Dinwiddle, which included what is now 
»ocahontas County, and raided the settlers Tor four days, then 
^Fwlthdrew with their prisoners. During the raid they killed twelve 
If persons, wounded two, and carried off thirty-five prisoners. It 
f is almost certain that these persons were killed and captured at 
r their hones for there was no evidence of any fight at the lort. 

It was in this same raid that James Mayse was killed and his 
family taken prisoners. 

It is interesting to recall the fact that on the banks of 
Carlins Run, afterwards called Birds Run, is the burial place of 
a little child that was dashed to death by an Indian warrior, when 
overtaken by a party of Bath and Rockbridge men, seeking to rescue 
Mrs Mayse, her son Joseph, an unmarried woman with an infant in 
her arms, a Mr. McClenaohan and some other captives. The burial 
place is a few rods diagonally from the east angle of the old barn 
owned by Uriah Bird, on the margin of the stream. The infant was 
buried at the foot of a tree where it had been found a few minutes 
after its death. The burial took place a few hours later before 

the pursuers set out on their return. The grave was dug with 
hunting knives, hatchets and naked fingers. The covering of the 
grave was completed with heavy stones to prevent foxes and other 
animals from getting at the remains. This v.as the first white 

child known to history to have died and been buried west of the 
Allegheny fountains. 


Joseph Mayse then thirteen years old was on a pach horse. 

ThS Indlans and Prisoners were overtaken by the pursuing 

party Just arter crossing the Greenbrier River at the Island rord 
and the horse upon shlch Joseph Mayse ... riding becaoe frightened 

ran • 11 b0Caoe in a grape vine and the boy 








^■s pulled off into a thicket of nettles. The Indians were so 

| 

f closely pressed that they did not have time to turn and kill the 
boy. The Indians were pursued some distance up Stony Creek and 
Indian Draft but oould not be overtaken. On their return the 
pursuing party picked up the young prisoner, still in the nettles 


near the fording and took him back to the settlement. 


Mrs. Mayse, 


* Mrs. Sloan and the nameless white girl were taken to the Indien 
towns near ChllVicothe, about 275 miles from Marlinton by the 
route taken by their captors? Fron here they made their way 
toward Detroit. By the aid of friendly Indians they received 
directions, and finally reached Pennsylvania and then home, after 
en absence of about fifteen months. Some years after his rescue^ 
Joseph Mayse fought in the Battle of Point Pleasant. In this battle 
he was severly wounded. He suffered from this wound for about 
xorty years when he had his leg amputated above the knee. At 
this time Dr. Charles Lewis came all the way from Lynchburg and 
remained with his patient six weeks. Joseph Mayse served as 
magistrate between forty-five and fifty years, and was twice 
sheriff. H is memory was considered as reliable as an official 

record. His health was good and he lived to be eighty-nine years 
old. Fj 

At one ti TO , when the Indians were seen prowling around in 

te neighborhood of Warwick Port, which is situated at the forhs 

o -.orth Port and hear Creeh on an elevation of ground that c 0o - 
mends a fine view or n,. com 

lew of the surrounding country the 

to the fort. S an y la the . man 615 0849 *“«« 

the fort and crossed the North Por* Oreeh 310611 ^ 

patch. .then he hadn't returned • ^ 8 ael ° D ^ P ° tat ° 

for him. They found him dead and ^ n °° n ’ 8 ***** S6arch 

4 aDd S ° alp9i •» «row through 
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•s pulled off Into a thicket of nettles. The Indians were so 
closely pressed that they did not have time to turn and kill the 
The Indians were pursued some distance up Stony Creek and 
Indian Draft but could not be overtaken. On their return the 
pursuing party picked up the young prisoner, still in the nettles 
near the fording and took him back to the settlement. Mrs. Mayse, 
Mrs. Sloan and the nameless white girl were taken to the Indian 
towns near Chil\icothe, about 275 miles from Marlinton by the 
route taken by their captors^ Fron here they made their way 
toward Detroit. By the aid of friendly Indians they received 
directions, and finally reached Pennsylvania and then home, after 

aD absence ° f about fifteen months. Some years after his rescue, 
Joseph tayse fought in the Battle of Point Pleasant. In this battle 
he was severly wounded. He suffered from this wound for about 
i°rt, years when he had his leg amputated above the knee. At 

tlme Ur ' ohsrles Lewla came all the way from Lynchburg and 
remained with his patient six weeka. Joseph Uayse served as 

-giStrata between forty-five and fifty years, and was twice 

His memory was considered as reliable as an official 
«cord. His health was good and he lived to b 

old. d be ei snty-nine years 

the neighborhood of Warwick- 

- "°rth Pork and Beer Creek on 

mends a n ne view of xt ^ eleVaUon of ground that com- 

•• - — r*'- ”• 

*■*■■ ““■■*«». c “"° r si °« >•« 
Phtbh. When he hadn't return „ ^ 8 Qel ° n or Potato 

- - ■■ -* 

with an arrow through 




again* 

t one time Thomas Jarvis, whose home was in a 
owned by C. C. Arbogast, went in search of his cow. 
came back, the Indians had rifled his house, had tak 
bed tick and left the feathers emptied on the floor; 
also taken all the Dlankets, kettles, butcher knives 
About this time, 1700, Elizabeth Galford, fourt 
laughter of Thomas Galford, was sent on an errand ar 
i oopfi nr afterward. The 'settlers far and near searc 


they had 


brier river, and the reception with which they had met at Col. 
Donnelly's convinced them that not much was to be gained by going 
into that section of the frontier. But as they were now making 
great preparations for effectual operations against the whole 
border country, a party of them was despatched to this portion of 

It lor the purpose of rapine and murder, and to ascertain tne 
state of the country and Its capacity to resist invasion. 

The party then sent into the Greenbrier country consisted of 

twenty-two werriors, and committed their first act of atrocity 

near the house of Lawrencs v ^ lxy 

ewrence Drinnan, about twelve miles above the 




/ ... e levels or about two miles above I’.arllnton. Henry Baker 
' . r - Richard Hill, who were staying at Drinnon’a, going early in 
•v ie morning to the river to wash, were shot at by the Indiana. 

The exaot spot, I am told by Mr. T. S. MoNeel, is near where the 
cattle barn now stands on the Pocahontas County Fair Grounds, 
raker was killed but Hill escaped and went baok to the house. 

V.tien the Indians fired at Baker, he was near a fence between the 
river and Drinnan's and within gunshot of the latter place. Fea 
lng to oross the fence for the purpose of scalping Baker, they 
prized it up, and with a pole fastened a noose around his neck, 

drew him down the river bank, scalped and left him there. 

Fearing an attack on the house, Mr. Drinnan made such prep¬ 


arations as he could to repel them, and sent a servant to the 

Little Levels, with the news and to procure assistance. He pres¬ 

ently returned with twenty men, two of whom were killed as they 
proceeded toward Drinnan's, by the savages who lay in ambush 
awaiting them. The men remained there during the night. In the 

morning, seeing nothing of the Indians, they buried ^aker and set 


n x 1/u tliOlU 






out on their return to the Levels, taking 
Qt urinnan 1 a and most of their property. 

V.Tien they arrived at the forks of the road at Mill Point, 

the party dabatad among themaelvas as to whether they would take 

the main route loading through a gap whloh was a favorable slt- 

uetion for an ambuacade. or continue on the farther but more 
secure .ay. All except the two Brl4g „ „ oys ^ # ^ 

or.d boy belonging to Lawrenoe Drinnan, agreed to co a 

ur... ,, ’ L> eea to come down by 

■» *• rr—• - - 

mountain trail through -The - t „ ” ** t00l£ 

b ' 0a mountain. 








/ w th of the Brldger boys were killed and burled at Mill Point 
/ oa the knoll now occupied by the Lanty McNeill residence. T 
ored boy was saved by stopping to tie his mocoasin. The who< 
the Indians was heard signalling from Gillilian Mountain, Aul< 
Mountain, and the head of Stamping Creek, informing each othe: 
the whites were aroused and that they must flee. 

They next proceeded to the house of Hugh Mclver (McKeeve 
where they killed the owner and took his wife prisoner. In g 

from here, they met John Prior, who with his wife and infant w 

on their way to the country on the south side of the Big Eanaw 

Prior was shot through the breast, but anxious for the fate of 

wire and child, stood stili unti* one of the Indians came up a, 
laid hold of him. In snit« nr ___, _ . 


th ®ir towns 


c °omitted 


Indian 


jreer.br: er settlements. although the war was carried on by them 
for years against the frontier settlements, they did not again at 
tempt an incursion into it. Its earlier nays had been days of 
tribulation and woe, and those who were foremost in occupying 

and forming settlements in it, had to endure all that savage fury 

could inflict. 

Materials from: 

Wither*s Chronicles of Border Warfare. 

Articles written by Roscoe Brown and published in the Pocahontas Times 
rocahontas County History by Dr. William T. Price. 

Hardesty's Historical & Geographical Encyclopedia. 
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Hello Y. MCLeugbim, 
Second Ave. 
j.:arlinton, • VB * 


Many of our troubles grew out of the ngut to 
Indians’ lands from them. In 1774 so many white peop 
taicen up land on the west side of the divide and made 
tones there that there was enough to form a colony but there 
was not a paper title. The treaty of 1772 had established 
the Alleghenies as a dividing line and suortly afterward tne 
settlers came into tnat part or Virginia. But they naa to 
fight for it. From the time that Bradddck was defeated on the 
Uonongahela river, the mountaineers held on by the hardest. 
They lived in stockade forts and every man had to be an Indian 
fighter. Every summer Indian bands came into ‘the country and 
there were so many cases of families killed and tortured that 
the mountain boys were bred in the hatred of Indian foes. 


The whites were obliged to kill the Indians 


uruer to 


deiend themselves. At one time when the Indians were seen 
prowling around the fort near Greenbank, all the settlers hast¬ 
ened to the fort. The next morning a man left the fort and 
never came back again. When a party went in search of him 
aoout noon, they iound him.dead. The Pioneer William Warwick 
knowing the ways or the Indians, knew they would be on the job’ 
bright and early the nert morning, and In order to give veat 
to hie reelings lor the death of hie friend. he left the iort 

in the night and concealed himeelr on the hanks of Dear Creek 

The Indian made bold hv as etc * 

bold by his success and thirsting for mors 

giory, came into sight. At about this 

out and tbs Indian fall dead. The ^ 8 ^ ^ 

9 wildest exoitement p re - 
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out. The M alanS 


0U*t in® «***— 

vailed at camp when one shot and one cry 
soon scattered. 

a seen passing tbrougb 

At another time a uand or Indians v.a ^ and 

apparently doing no harm, but the settlers wfiS 

fired on them, end in the scirmish one oi tn and 

wounded; The Indian was taken to a glade near Ar TfauS 

secreted until he was able to hear from the uhio 

the name Hospital Run. 

Some months afterward, Thomas Galford and Samuel Greg 
went to the Indian towns, in search of the child Elizabeth 
Galford who had been taken by the Indians. The two men li S 
about town, trying to trade furs with the Indians, hoping in 
way to get information about the girl. They finally gave p 
hope and stole a pair of fine horses, hitched them some distance 

from town, and went back to wait in ambush lor the Indians. 

They killed two of the three Indians and took their ornaments, 

which were kept for many years. The bracelets were burned when 

Thomas ialford, Junior lost his home. One of the horses was 

) 

sold to John Bird, an ancestor of the Bird relationship, on 

upper Back creek. The other was bought by John Harness, a 
trader from Staunton. 

he only instance I can find of the whites intermarrying 
with the Indians is that of Jim Bridger. He is claimed by some 
as a native of Pocahontas County. The name Bridget is familiar 
in this county. There is Bridger Gap *here another James Bridger 
"* hilled by the Indians; Bridget Mountain at the head of Swago 






•**»• u«| ara fta« 

,l * 1 lm««r U4 <•• 
but M aarnad om Indian 
/l»4 Itollw, Ha dial about 


*• — a highly ra«) •« i*4 
•«•• *f bit Hat. 



























: r:l 1. . 



I Vi 
X * 



Kelle . . UoLaughlin 
karlinton, V.. 7e. 



POC-AIuNiA S 00! NTY 

- 1 - 

L .'.n: tor 4 ~ 3action 3. 

It was just one hundred and sixty-rive years ago v.„ n 
irate «'est *irginians paid orr a long standing grudge a & ai^au 
the Ohio Indians at Point Pleasant. Ever since the close or 
the French and Indian was, 1763, the Indian Nations who re¬ 
sented being "sold down the river”by the French-, continued to 
pester the frontiersmen by murderous raids and sneaking attacks. 

In Lay, 1774, the House of Burgesses authorized the raising 
of an array and no time was lost in getting down to business. 

Each county already had a well organized militia system. Gen. 
.-narew lewis was given command of the southern wing of the 
army which included Augusta, Botetourt and Fincastle. Botetourt 
included the Greenbrier Settlements. The troops were massed 
at present Lewisburg. Capt. John Stuart commanded a company 
of thirty-seven men raised from the vicinity or the present 
Pocahontas County. His sergeants were James Donnally, Chas. 
O’Hara, and Karriman Skidmore. His musketeers were Daniel 
orkman, Samuel Williams, Wm. O’Hara, Robert O’Hara, James 
■rauley, Archibald LIcDowell, Wm. Hogan, Andrew Gardiner, sjiavy 
Lockhart, Samuel Sullivan, Thomas Ferguson, John LlcCandles, 
."nomas Gillispie, Henry Lawrence, John Crain, Wm. Dyer, Ed¬ 
ward Amith, John Harris, Joseph Currence, William Clendenin, 

-pencer Cooper, Daniel Taylor, Jos. Day, Jacob Lockhart, Geo. 
blender.>n, John Burke, Charles Kinnison, William Ewing, John 
j oher oy, «john AcHeel, and Jos. Campbell. The names or these 
-n ~--ojld be emblazoned in bronze at ilarlinton for they had. 



/ 


/ 
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tho honor of engaging in the lest colonial pitched battle on 
Virginia soil end at the same time, in the preliminary battle 
for American independence. Captain Stuart's Company nad tne 
honor of being the first to march out of Camp Union (Lewisburg) 
for the battle front on the Ohio one hundred miles away, Sept.6, 
1774. The rest of the little army of five hundred rifty men 
followed in four days, and they reacned "the Point" October Sth. 
Before breakfast the next morning the battle was on against a 
superior number of Indians commanded by the famous chief, known 
to the Virginians as Cornstalk. The battle waged furiously 
throughout the day without victory or defeat to eigh6r side. 
Virgil Lewis says, "General Lewis now knew that if the battle 
was not ended before night settled down upon the field, it 
would be a night of-massacre, or the morrow a day of great 
doubt, and he resolved to throw a body of men into the reer 
of the Indian army. He therefore sent three of the most 
renouned companies on the field to execute this movement. 

They were those of Capt. George Mathews, John Stuart, and 
Svan Shelby, the latter now commanded by his son, Lieut, 

Isaac Shelby. They were called from the front, tnen pro- 
ceeded up the Kanawha to Crooked Creek, then up Crooked 
Creek to their destination, and poured a destructive fire 
upon the Indian rear". This coup caused the Indians to 
retreat. The battle was ended. Let Pocahontas County 
people note that tneir company under Captain Stuart helped 

deliver tne knock out blow. Three of Stuart’s men suf¬ 
fered wounds during the battle - Kinnison, '.Villiam Clendenm, 
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.'.omas "erguson. Thus did Greenbrier Valley men val- 
iintly aoquit themselves on this first field or battle 
ior American Independence. Had not Gov. Dumaore stopped 

the- at : e Ohio, these Virginians would doubtless eitner 

# 

annihilated the Ohio j-ndians on their own ground or driven 

tnem out of the country. 

(This was taken from an article written by A. E. Ewing, 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan u^d published in the Pocahontas 
times October, 1939. ) 

Tne following is a note written by Calvin Price, Editor Oi 

Times: 

Naturally, I agree with i.j. Ewing's suggestion or an 
appropriate bronze marker with tne names of our Indian fight¬ 
ers thereon. Probably someday we will stir ourselves and 
do this Delated honor. - There is a rub however, and mat is 
the ract that wnat now embraces Pocahontas was divided _e- 
tween .lUgusta and Botetourue counties back in the time of 
the Revolution. Everything north of Swago was considered 
-lUgusta ana below that creek was considered Botetourte - no 
line having been surveyed until 1765, eight years after the 
formation of Greenbrier in lv/7, as between Harrison and 
^reenbrier. ..hile the roster of Captain Stuart's has been 
preserved, so many or the rosters or Augusta county have been 
losi. off hand I would say tn u . our men went out under Capt. 

jeorge ..oi'fett, anu I neve never seen a list of his soldiers. 
He spent most of the su.^i or 1774 repairing tne for. at 
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Clove* Lick, and recruited His men rr u m this section. 01 
hand, again I can recall some ox them: tne Warwioks, wxe 


Camerons, the Sitlingtons, the Wooddells, the Poeges, tu. 
aaughs, tne Slavens, William Sharp, Hoses Moore, the Drinnons 
the Bridgets, the Fjiels, John Johnson, and the Arbogasts. 
until the list of our heroes can he made complete, it might 
he a good idea to defer the idea or the bronze tablet. 





.ere tppWfrt 
Jay In th« Orecn 
itvefil hundred | 
sen and cbtlrtfbn.j 
and dog* They 
: from a scawoD Of 
uicebirsl hunting 

when the Win 
Ohio lands, the 


Orrfk In Hit adjMnlng 
f ivndirton. John, iho North 
f tIn* South Brunch in ih* 
t.f the great slont of WbiI 
I in* Seneca Back* It 1 * 
not u §pnrk1fng ptipihiTlbn - lo pui 
forward thrt surmise that the Seneca 
flbo of Indian* eventually evolved 
from the little local tribe which main 
mined Its small communal village nt 
the forks or the waters In the shad 
ow of the great Seneca Bucks, for no 
one can prove It w rong. 

We are In the A ppalnc hlsn Moun* 

raff this too Is 
Mnu nt&lns. 
mountains be- 
west from the 
Virginia, but 1 


Seneca 
county o 

TIMES Foil <■ 

shadow 
c at Marhn* Virginia 
clu** vxBltct, 


kditok 


Along about 183.8 

goes 60 ld out their wiiiie®* 

joc*ltr»dlt>on tt tb»t the „ |lb 

Bawitsnis 

<r 

a farewell bear hunt In their ances 
tral hunting giounds. 

Shavers Mountain aud Shaver* 
Fork of Cheat River and Shavers 
Run are all named for Peter Shaver, 
a soldier of the American Revolution, 
who was killed by .Indians at hi* 
home ou Tygarts Valley, River along 
about the year 1781. 

-Cheat J tlver Is any body's guess 
how come Its name There is false 
wheat, cheat, still to be found along 
Hs .course. On Shavers Mountain, 
the moss covered stock rock still fool 
you by letting you suddenly down 
into pits covered by moss. It is sit II- 
a surprise to the traveler to climb a 
couple thousand feel up from Green 
brier River to find anothei on the top 
of the mountain, flowing in the op 
poslte direction. Some where I saw 
the name Cheatn&h, This the name 
of a motmTSTTfUown Alabama way In 
the original Cherokee country. 1 
have often wondered about these 
somewhat -similar names so many 
hundred miles apart, but I never took 
the steps to check up on the matter 
through the experts In the Bureau of 
Ethnology down In Washington. 

The Greenbrier was first named 
Ronceverte by the French explorers 
It appears that ronce Is brier and 
verte Is g een. The greenbrlerssllll 
persists in thickets the length of 
this stream. 1 have always had an 
Interest to know the names the 
Fre icb gave to the mountains and 
streams of this region which they 
claimed as a part of their New France 
The ford In the Greenbrier near the 
present city or Ronceverte was called 
3t Lawre nce An order entered by 
die UoutTTj Court of Greenbrier in 
flit* 1730'* deal* with a road from 
Town to the St Lawrence Ford 
^Nptysirtr.g abjuiFrench names nat¬ 
urally brings to mind Gauley River 
and Gauley Mountain. What would 
be more natural for French explorers 
to call ihis beautiful stream GauIo 
after the ancient name of France” 
Of course I hate heard about the 
Scotch Irish pioneer hunter coming 
o it on the rncky bluff above mouth 
of Meadow River and Iri his surprise 
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tsins, and they Tei 
Indian, meaning Endles. 

] always think of TTur 
Ing endless east and 
Ohio to Piedmont, 
expect our Indian predecessors were 
talking about north and south from 
the Mississippi and Labrador. 

Over on the Tygrats Valley there 
Is Laurel Mountain between Elkins 
and Bellngfon. A scholar wise In 
lpdian lore once told me the orlgnal 
name for this mountain was not 
Laurel at all, but an Irdlan word 
meaning middle, possibly spelled 
something like laura. The appllca 
tion to the mountain Is that this 
height of land has the greatest eleva¬ 
tion of any ridge between the near 
Alleghanles *on the east ar.d the far 
away Ozarks in the west. 

And now. of course, the Alleghany 
word must be considered. 1 ney Tay 
it Is Indian and means the big sign or 
hTjrjjpf.L-nr bi g mou ntain. 1 have 
“TTeard that Alleghanyls a pord Scor.- 
dln&vian w’ord. Somwhere 1 think 1 
nsrmi! bin it tire nt that Alleghaniau, 
or something like that Is the name of 
a leading paper over In Sweden. If 
this be so, maybe Ills just another 
storm to bolster the contention that- 
the Scar.ri navlan settlers of America 

thonV arTn^yearg !ago were absorbeef 
by and left Iroprfnt upon the north 
ern Indians. 

Tjgarts Valley was named from 
David Tjgartjvho came to the val* 
neT^m^Tiri^OV, left when the Files 
and oilier famlles were massacred 

Mingo is tire name of the Indian 
village “at the head of the Ohio.” 
The Mlngoes were here at tNe time 
of Hruddock’s 
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Every cnee in a wnne * 
comes, asking me to to write what J 
know about the origin of local names 
in Lhese mountains. If copy Is scarce. 
] have no more sense than to at 
tempt It, 

Away up beyond the head of the 
Greenbrier. River. Is Gandy Creek, 
flowing to the north. This Is a fami 
jv name, from Uriah Gandy. Some 
time In the 1790!s there was a court 
order by the then new county of Ran 
dolph directing Uriah Gandy to cut 
out the road toward Seneca 

Well, S eneca is India n ard I have 
been told It means people who 
live in the shadow of the rock. I 
have also been told the word means 
dark or black. 1 know no better than 
to accept both Interpretations, being 
as shadow and dark can have some 
what similar meaning* They also 
tell me there are a hundred ways to 
spell Seneca, and thut all of them an 
right. Finally, my brethren seem to 
have taken the Greek way of spelling 
the word, and that is all right by me. 

We have the Seneca Trail, known 
of old as the War Road or War Path, 
stretching from Seneca Lakes in New 
^ ork to Nort h Georgia. Federal 
Road Route 210 follows this ancient 
main north ar.d soutli highway; proof 
of the lndlan'6 knowledge of the lay 
of the land as well as the modern 
engineers. 

The Senecas were the standing 
army of the Five Civilized Nations: 

, er to be added to the Confederacy 
to make the Six Nations. They were 
he keeper* of the great back door; J 
jum. heard It eallid the great black 
An)way, this back door conn 
try was largely West Virginia. The 

n??f CaS he,d 11 gainst the Shawnees- 
of he west and the Uherokees of the 
south. 

Speaking about names, when a 
joung brave of the Five Nations wish' 
1 to prove.Els prowess at arms he 
p’ .f d . ll,fc Senecas—took the Wat 

hu»/.i * nn,n,ore Gooper lathe 
h Motion to read; his Leather Slock 

■ ,t« li.us; about th* Seneca* 

writing* 1,681 h ‘ mo6L loUr< * ,,n # 


defeat in 1755. The l 
Six Nations were allies of the British j 
the Mmgoes were blamed with siding 
with the French. In 1766, they had 
been moved from Mingo Flats to 
Mingo Bottoms, near Wheeling 
About 1800 tlie) were moved to the 
Muskingum River In Ohio In 1838. • 
the Mlngoes traded their Ohio lar d. • 
to the government for lands In Kan 

Indian 


sas. Later they moved to 
Territory, now Oklahoma. In 170** 
there was about fifty famlles of the 
Mlngoes; the the last 1 heard, some 
years since, there were over sixty 
families. 


ship recognized 
by a brand. 













